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April Oakham Meeting 

The earlier 7 o’clock start to the meeting is proving to be a big success. We all have more time to meet and chat to everyone before the speaker is introduced, we also have more time after the speaker to organise the raffle and wash the coffee cups etc. 

Gwen welcomed everyone to the meeting especially two new members joining us for the first time. 

Our speaker on Wednesday was Canon Philip Spence who gave a very interesting presentation on the life on Vincent Van Gogh. Philip’s wife very kindly came along to assist on the technical side of the presentation.

Here is a brief history of the life of Vincent Van Gogh:-


Born: 1853


Died:   1890



Country: Netherlands

Vincent van Gogh, for whom colour was the chief symbol of expression, was born in Groot-Zundert, Holland. The son of a pastor, brought up in a religious and cultured atmosphere, Vincent was highly emotional and lacked self-confidence. Between 1860 and 1880, when he finally decided to 

become an artist, van Gogh had had two unsuitable and unhappy romances and had worked unsuccessfully as a clerk in a bookstore, an art salesman, and a preacher in the Borinage (a dreary mining district in Belgium), where he was dismissed for overzealousness. He remained in Belgium to study art, determined to give happiness by creating beauty. The works of his early Dutch period are sombre-toned, sharply lit, genre paintings of which the most famous is ‘The Potato Eaters’ (1885). In that year van Gogh went to Antwerp where he discovered the works of Rubens and purchased many Japanese prints. 

In 1886 he went to Paris to join his brother Theo, the manager of Goupil’s gallery. In Paris, van Gogh studied with Cormon, inevitably met Pissarro, Monet and Gaugin, and began to lighten his very dark palette and to paint in the short brushstrokes of the Impressionist. His nervous temperament made him a difficult companion and night-long discussions combined with painting all day undermined his health. He decided to go south to Arles where he hoped his friends would join him and help found a school of art. Gaugin did join him but with disastrous results. In a fit of epilepsy, van Gogh pursued his friend with an open razor, was stopped by Gaugin, but ended up cutting a portion of his ear lobe off. Van Gogh then began to alternate between fits of madness and lucidity and was sent to the asylum in Sain-Remy for treatment. In May 1890, he seemed much better and went to live in Auvers-sur-Oise under the watchful eye of Dr. Gachet. Two months later he was dead, having shot himself ‘for the good of all’. During his brief career he had sold one painting. Van Gogh’s finest works were produced in less than three years in a technique that grew more and more impassioned in brushstroke, in symbolic and intense colour, in surface tension, and in the movement and vibration of form and line. Van Gogh’s inimitable fusion of form and constant is powerful; dramatic, lyrically rhythmic, imaginative, and emotional, for the artist was completely absorbed in the effort to explain either his struggle against madness or his comprehension of the spiritual essence of man and nature.

Bridget thanked Philip and his wife for a very entertaining presentation.

After the raffle had been drawn we all went home with a lot more knowledge about a very famous artist.
Your Committee Members for 2010 are:-
Following the AGM in March the committee held their first meeting on Wednesday (before the Oakham meeting) to elect the officers for the year. Gwen had stepped down from Chair due to her recent move but after long discussions it was agreed that she would continue in the post as Chairman for this year assisted by two Vice Chairmen, namely Kate and Olga.

All other positions were to be continued:

Gwen
- 
Chairman

Olga
-
Vice Chairman/Welfare

Kate -

Vice Chairman/Speakers

Tony-

Treasurer

Bridget-
Minute Secretary

Marjorie-
Welfare

Eileen-
Welfare

Jenny-
Welfare

John-

Organising meals etc

Val-

Raffle

The committee welcome input/suggestions from all members of the Group.


April Melton Meeting.

       Thanks to Jenny for her report..
There were fewer people at the Melton meeting possibly due to the Easter holidays. It was good to have Jill with us and also Jane.  Jane wishes to express her thanks to everyone for their love and support in the sad loss of George, a bouquet was given to her from the Group, Eileen got us up to date with any news and tells us she had received enquires about the Group so hopefully we can look forward to welcoming new members.

Don’t forget to let John have your bookings for Sunday lunch at Fairways, also keep collecting for our bring and buy sale to be held at our June meeting.
Our love and best wishes to Don and Edna they couldn’t be with us as Edna had had a fall, we all wish her a speedy recovery.

A few members went on the lunch after the meeting other members went about their Easter arrangements.          

Coffee Morning at The Parks School
Once again we are holding at The Parks School Oakham, on Friday 21st May the ever popular cake and coffee morning from 10 - 12.  Everyone is invited and, if you are not too sure where The Parks School is, please ring Marjorie on 01572 722311.

Group Sunday Lunch
Reminder…..

John has booked The Fairways Restaurant for Sunday Lunch at Six Hills Golf Club on the 16th May 12.30 for 1 p.m. The Group will subsidise the meal by  £2 a person.
Please ring John with your choice of menu on 01572 722896 ASAP.  
Insurance
As it is the time of year when you may be thinking of getting away for a few days Macmillan suggest a few Insurance Companies sympathetic to Cancer patients. I have listed a few from their web site:
Able2Travel 
tele:  0845 839 9345

Age Concern Ins.  tele: 0845 600 3348

All Clear Plus       tele: 0845 250 5200

Insure Cancer      tele: 01252 780190

Insure Pink (Breast Cancer)




tele: 0800 022 3213

Insure Blue (Testicular & Prostate)




tele: 0800 085 5011

If you would like to ring Macmillan on 0808 800 1234 they will send out information by post or if you have access to a computer their web address is macmillan.org.uk 
Also…

The E111 was superseded in 2006 by the EHIC (the European Health Insurance Card) for more information ring 0845 6062030.
John M’s Joke….

KIDS IN CHURCH 

3-year-old Reese: 
' Our Father, Who does art in heaven, 
Harold is His name. 
Amen. ' 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they 
were on the way to church service, 
' And why is it necessary to be quiet in church? ' 
One bright little girl replied, 
' Because people are sleeping. ' 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5, and Ryan 3. 
The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake. 
Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. 
'If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, 
' Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait. ' 
Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, 
' Ryan , you be Jesus ! ' 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A father was at the beach with his children when the four-year-old son ran up to him, grabbed his hand, and led him to the shore where a seagull lay dead in the sand. 
' Daddy, what happened to him? ' the son asked. 
' He died and went to Heaven, ' the Dad replied. 
The boy thought a moment and then said, 
' Did God throw him back down? ' 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A wife invited some people to dinner. 
At the table, she turned to their six-year-old daughter and said, 
' Would you like to say the blessing? ' 
' I wouldn ' t know what to say, ' the girl replied. 
' Just say what you hear Mommy say, ' the wife answered.. 
The daughter bowed her head and said, 
' Lord, why on earth did I invite all these people to dinner? ' 

Oakham May Meeting

Our speaker for the May meeting is Sandra Clarkson who is the Senior Macmillan Development Manager. Sandra is going to talk about the role of Macmillan and welcomes your thoughts and comments on your personal experience with the Community Macmillan Nurses and how we might work more closely with Macmillan.
We would like as many members as possible to attend the meeting as Sandra welcomes comments from Cancer Patients and their carers.
Postage stamps
Please remember to save your postage stamps for the ‘Hearing Dogs for the Deaf’. VAR have volunteered to collect them so please bring any you have to the Oakham meetings and we can pass them on.
Useful contact number: 
The Rutland and Melton Macmillan Nurses, are based in Melton Mowbray their   contact telephone numbers are 01664 854818

The Macmillan Benefits number is 0808 801 0304 this is a free telephone number and their advisors will help you with financial problems.
The CAB Macmillan Helpline telephone number is 0300 456 8400
PALS (Patient Advice and Liaison Service)

You can contact a member of the PALS team in person, by telephone, email or letter.  Patients and members of the public can meet PALS staff by arrangement. Telephone: 01455 441971 or 01509 564444; email: pals@lcr.nhs.uk
Committee Meeting.
The next Committee meeting to be held at Eileen’s house on Tues 27th April at 7p.m.
Group Meetings
Oakham evening meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7.00pm at Voluntary Action Rutland, Oakham (behind Rutland College on the Barleythorpe Road)
Melton Mowbray daytime meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of each month between 10am and 12 noon in an
upstairs room at the Samworth Centre in Melton Mowbray.
Parking Ticket for LRI
If you have an appointment due at the LRI don’t forget the parking tickets we have purchased for members use.  Eileen holds the Melton pass and Tony/Marjorie has the Oakham pass.

Items for the Newsletter

If you have any items of interest for the newsletter, please could you let me have them by the 20th of the month.

Contact details are as follows:

E-mail:  rutmel.cancersupport@
talktalk.net
You are very welcome to attend our meetings and social events to meet old friends and make new ones, or just ring us for a chat!
R & M Group Contacts

Marjorie  01572 722311 -Tony 01572 724375 - Eileen 01664 850226
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